SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY NEWS 
orororrnncrasae ssn: QS RELEASE 


Montréal, June 2nd, 1964. 


WINNER OF AWARD FROM CANADA COUNCIL TO WRITE JOYCE CARY'S BIOGRAPHY. 


Mr. Malcolm Foster, lecturer in English at Sir George 
Williams University was recently awarded grants from the Canada 
Council and the British Council. With this financial assistance, 
Mr. Foster will be going back to England and Ireland to continue 
his work on the life and works of Joyce Cary. 


The main purpose of his journey this year, is to meet 
and talk with as many of Cary's relatives, friends and associates 
as he can manage. Mr. Foster spent the summer of 1963 in England 
going through Cary’s papers in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 

He claims this is one of the most complete collections of the 
asuthor’s papers in the world. This past Marth, Sir George Williams 
University financed his trip to New York in order for him to con- 
tinue his research. 


Mr. Foster hopes to make one more trip to England in 
the summer of 1965 to finish the research and he expects to have 
the work completed by the end of 1965. 


FROM: Trefflé Lacombe, 
Assistant to the Principal. 
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JOYCE CARY BIOGRAPHY 
I first read Cary's novel The Horse's Mouth in 1960 and 


was very interested in what Cary had to say. After reading 
as many of his novels as I could lay my hands on, I wanted to 
learn something about Cary himself, the man behind the books, 
But there was scarcel, any information available. At the 
University of Cincinnati, where I taught before coming to 

Sir George, I met a colleague who had done her M.A. thesis on 
Cary and who had met him and liked him very much as a person, 
The idea of a biography arose and she suggested I do it, since 
she was teaching full-time, was married, had three teen-age 
children, and was active in politics. When I decided to see 
what I could do, she wrote Cary's literary executor to mez | 
introduce me. 

I applied several places for grants, but got none. However, 
Houghton Mifflin, the publishers, were interested and finally 
agreed to buy the book without my having gotten a secap of it on 
paper, and gave me a $1500 advance to start my research. I spent 
the summer of 1963 in England, going through Cary's papers in 
the Bodleian Library at Oxford, one of the most complete collections 
of an author's papers in the world. 

This March I was in New York, financed by Sir George, to 
do research, and this summer I will be in England and Ireland, 
talking with as many of Cary's relatives, friends, and associates 
as I can manage, everybody from Graham Greene to the family doctor. 
Grants from the Canada Council and the British Council have mize 
made this possible. I hopeto make one more trip to England, in 
the summer of 1965, to finish the research, and expect to have the 
book completed by the end of 1965. The editors of Houghton Mifflin 
have told me that I will be a strong contender mw for their 


Houghton Mifflin Literary Award of $7500, which has previously 


Bee 


gone to such writers as Robert Penn Waren and Philip Roth, and 
if so, I will be the first Canadian to get it, which delights me. 

As to Cary, as I told you, his life was a varied one. The 
family went broke in the 1880's, after having been rich landowners 
4n Ireland for almost three centuries, and Cary's father was the 
first to have to find a profession. Cary himself lost his mother 
when he was eight and his step-mother died before he was in his 
teens. He was unhapvy and ill as a child, and once ran away 
from his boarding school, but was shamed into going back. . He 
didn't finish secondary school, but left to study painting in 
Paris, a project he gave up when he decided he'd never be anything 
but second rate. So instead he went to Oxford, got in with a 
literary crowd, did a lot of writing, and hardly any studying. 
After Oxford he spent some time in London trying to write, 
then went to Montenegro in 1912 to join their army during the 
First Balkan War. Due to a mistake of identity he was almost 
shot as a spy by the Montenegran Army but was rescued by a 
British Red Cross group, which he then joined, and ended the war 
by receiving a medal from the king of Montenegro. 

After a short time in Ireland, he joined the Nigerian 
Political Service in 1913, apparently to prove to his future 
father-in-law that he could hold a job and earn a living. 

With the coming of the war he was made an officer in the Nigerian 
Regiment and was badly wounded in the German Cameroons in 1915. 
When he came home to Englad on sick leave he married the girl 

on whose wekixf behalf he'd gone to Nigeria, and left her a 
month Later for Nigeria. She wasn't allowed to join him because 
of rules. He was then in Nigeria for four years, until 1920, 
coming home only once on leave, and meanwhile his wife had two 
gons. 

Finally, because of his health (asthma, insomnia, malaria), 
loneliness for his wife, and the fact he'd sold some short stories, 
he resigned and returned to England. After writing several 
novels, all of which he burned, he finally published his first 
one, Aissa Saved, x# in 1932, when he was 44. From then on 
he published at the rate of almost a pook a year until his death 
in 1957, but it's been since his death that his reputation has 


really begun to climb. A number of Ph.D. thes#s are being written 
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on him and three books about him have come out since he died, 
with several more on the way. Harper & Row, his U.S. publishers, 
have just finished publishing all his books, those ones they 
didn't publish during his lifetime (about half a dozen), and 
lots of articles are being published about him in the scblarly 
journals (e.g. Modern Fiction Studies had a full issue devoted 
to him last fall). Mine will be the first full-length biography, 
& great break for me. 

If there's anything else you'd like to know, please let 
me know and I'll do my best to give you the information. My 
home telephone number is ® 692-2273, 


Mal erle fotr 


